
leahy.senate.gov          recovery.vt.gov          recovery.gov 
 
 

 Information Technology Solutions The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Workshop 
Presented by U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy & Governor James Douglas 
March 30, 2009 - Brattleboro, Vermont 

First Responders and Criminal Justice 
 

Specifically, the Act includes: 
 

 $1 billion for Community Oriented Policing Services Program to put more cops on the beat ; 
 $2 billion to support state and local law enforcement agencies through Edward Byrne Justice Assistance 

Grants – providing Vermont with nearly $5 million; 
 $225 million for competitive investments in state and local law enforcement through Edward Byrne 

Competitive grants; 
 $125 million for rural drug enforcement assistance to take special aim at solutions to drug crime in rural 

areas; 
 $210 million in competitive Firefighter Assistance Grants to build and improve non-federal fire stations; 
 $130 million in rural community facilities grants to assist in the development of essential community facilities 

in rural areas; 
 $100 million to support state Victim Compensation and Assistance programs – providing Vermont with 

$541,000 in Assistance and $57,951 in Compensation; 
 $50 million to combat Internet Crimes Against Children – providing Vermont with $403,670; 
 $175 million in STOP Formula Grants to address the needs of the growing number of domestic and sexual 

violence victims – providing Vermont with $816,288; 
 $50 million to provide transitional housing for victims of domestic and sexual violence. 

Helping our state and local law enforcement officials 
during this economic downturn will keep America safe and 
our economy moving.  The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act makes a long-overdue and crucial 
investment of $4.2 billion in our emergency response and 
criminal justice systems – including first responders, state 
and local law enforcement, and victims of crime and 
domestic and sexual violence.  
 
The substantial funding for these programs included in the 
recovery and reinvestment act will bring at least $11.6 
million to support Vermont’s law enforcement efforts.  
This will have a profound effect on the safety of our 
families, neighborhoods and communities. 
 
Effective state and local law enforcement is vital to our 
efforts to combat the scourge of drugs and crime, and the 
need for support from the federal government is more 
urgent than ever in difficult economic times.   

In leading the effort to include first responders in the 
recovery plan, Senator Leahy noted that the plan 
investment in the Community Oriented Policing 
Services Hiring Program will stimulate the economy as 
fast as, or faster than, other spending because nearly 
100 percent of the money goes to creating jobs.   
 
Supporting local police also helps economic 
development more broadly.  As communities become 
safer, property value rises, businesses thrive, and local 
economies prosper. 
 
The plan funds programs that combat child 
exploitation, protect victims of domestic and sexual 
violence, and victims of crime – addressing those who 
are most vulnerable to the likely increases in crime in 
a down economy.  Funding these programs will help 
ensure that those already victimized by crime are not 
also victims of our struggling economy. 
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 CONTACTS 
Office of Senator Patrick Leahy 
leahy.senate.gov   

Leila George-Wheeler  
Professional Staff Member 
Washington, DC 20510 
(202) 224-7703 
 
Maggie Gendron 
Field Representative 
Montpelier, VT 05601 
(802) 229-0569 
 

Vermont Department of Public Safety 
www.dps.state.vt.us  

Thomas Tremblay 
Commissioner 
103 South Main Street 
Waterbury, VT 05671 
(802) 244-8718 

 
 
 
 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural 
Development 
www.rurdev.usda.gov/vt 

Jon Michael Muise 
Brattleboro Area Director 
(802) 257-7878, ext. 106 
jon.muise@vt.usda.gov 

 

Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services 
www.ccvs.state.vt.us 

Judy Rex, Executive Director 
58 South Main Street 
Waterbury, VT 05676 
(802) 241-1250 
jrex@ccvs.state.vt.us  
 

Vermont Network Against Domestic and 
Sexual Violence 

www.vtnetwork.org 
Karen Tronsgard-Scott, Director 
P.O. Box 405 
Montpelier, VT 05601 
(802) 223-1302 
karents@vtnetwork.org  

Community Oriented Policing Services 
U.S. Department of Justice 
www.cops.usdoj.gov 

Vonda Matthews 
Legislative Advisor 
 

Office on Justice Programs 
U.S. Department of Justice  
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/recovery   

Angella LaTour 
Congressional Affairs Specialist 
 

Office on Violence Against Women 
U.S. Department of Justice 
www.ovw.usdoj.gov 

Solmaz Sharifi 
Public Affairs Specialist 

 

Bureau of Justice Assistance 
U.S. Department of Justice 
www.bja.usdoj.gov 

Carol C. Poole 
Associate Deputy Director for Programs 
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